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= | lege; which debalesirÞÞ übte mb it 
ed with goods infinitely below. it. Then de 

ite darkneſs of that great 0bjelt; and the d. 
| ſtance in which it is beheld, make a ſort uf 
_ compenſation to the ſmallneſs of the finite 
object which is preſunt and apparent to our 
. n eee e e 
ö — rt Ader ed, D 
. If the Caprenne ———— ith aconce: 
and evidently, with it's infinite and almighty 
charm, it would inftantly raviſh: the whole: 
affection of the will, and make all other good 
_ diſappear, as broad day-light difipates the: | 
ſhades of night. It is ealy to ſee, that moſt 

of the goods, which offer themſelves to us in 
te courſe of our lives, are either ſo mean in 
tdeniſelves, or fo ſhaded, that they leave us: 

in à condition to compare them together. It 

ies by comparing, that we deliberate to make 
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finitely perfect Being had it not in his power 
to give that imperſection to his creature, and 
place therein that ſpring of all confuſion. 
mme en eee The iuß. . 
vis wherein By fi je peschon. And 
It is evident, na; wha is his creature, 
, free, and it cannot be denied rithout con- 
tradicting one's own reaſon. Therefore the 
_ infinitely perfedt Being has found, chat the 
_ _ liberty of naw was donner wir H MB 
nie perfection of the Creator. It is requiſite, | 
- therefore, that the finite rational | Being 
ſhould humble itſelf and be ſilent, when 
the infinitely perſe&t Being doth, in pra- 
Rice, make out the whole queſtion ; wich- 
out doubt he has not deſtroyed order. "tr 
follows then that he has made man free, 
nee man bimſelf cannot ſtiſſe the cry of 
; his conſcience, proclaim x his Hberty; and 
- it follows thence alſo that Ggd could make 
| muna free agent without violating order. If 
 aarrow-ighted man cannot conceive, how 
1 | thar liberty, the ſpring of all ee, can 
1 order in the werk of God: he ought, with 
 hurilicy,- to believe whit he doth not under- 
land); it is his very reaſon that keeps him 
andy in chains by that” nee 
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are infinitely inferior to the ſupreme Being. 
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| ith the marks of his love: He patdans , 
nes ms) waits far us, bears with our ve: 
E is umweæaxi 

ed in bis invitations to the. laſt moments af 
our yes; and our whole Jife-is.a..continged 
cbain of; his favours and grace. I uſeſe, 
chat if u ee n 
D 21 0 God 


« = * 
= * 2 9 228 5 * 178 oe... 4 rn 
OD * 2D: We 3H tt # i * + - x * 
MT — F 
* oh 2 A 7 * P - 
. * 8 : 
F — X 6 3 
<1 9 
„ x þ 'S 
* o 4 F Fx 
. 2 * — 
. 5 7 
12 « 


%% 


4 
4 
: 
: 


LE L 1610N, L174 oe 


to his order and his 


N 8 Nn 
— neee 


= 
£ 


* 


. 


* 


— 
# 


- 
5 
— 
« 
* 
— 1 
* 
8 1 
33-3 
+2 
1 
+= 
-. 4 : 


46 


z * 


* 
"_ 


boo 
manner in his own power. In that fat man 
| ſaffers no harm but what he doth to himſelf f, 


K - + 
* a ' . g 
2 


3 


, Wins - no ah e * 
* 4 * 
r o 4 


7 1 
n 


, 


—— 1 U | | 7 
will 'towartls good or evil, and ke is, Es 
God, maſter'-of his inward dentiments amd os 


© 
t 
"oo 
7 
- 
I 
: 


R 


# 
— — 


U 
0 


* 
—— ME ER 9's 


- 
— 
# 
* 
o 
* 
1 


- 


a * 2 
— 4 L 


7 2 


ON, nes - > 
7 — — —— . v. es : 4 


. PR - 
— +, 2 
— 1 
2— — — — 
— e EI 
A 
N 
7 ” : 


1 wa 
— = 
——ů — ͤ —— 


3 
— 


- 


= 


—— NIST e 


ol 


— 


1 


— a n 
— — —ñ—— GI 
* * n 
. 


> 


5 wo 


s 


85 0 war anten hae bt what has f 


_ bmg, finds -himfelf; 


96. LETTERS CONCE' 
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goods; which, though unequal to each 
et have a ſort of equa nongſt 
in that they all are infinitely 

higheſt good. 80 that none of them is 


| ſet enough to determine God, and — 77 
them leaves him to his own choice and deter- 


mination. Man has ſomething of the ſame 
liberty. None of all the! goorls which he 
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Is not Worth) of God, that, by making 1 
a right uſe of that liberty, he enables „ 8 
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raiſes, aggrandiſes, per rfects himſelf, and en- PE io. 
gages God to beſtew on him greater goods — 
Proportioned to his merit, called rewards. 2 
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Is it not beautiful, and according to order, 9 


that God would not make man happy, but 3 
after be had given him room to deſerve Ke 
That ſucceſſion of degrees by which man LS. - 
riſes, is, without doubt, agreeable to the wif — | 
dom of God, and fit, to eſtabliſh his work: >». ,_ 


it is true, that man cannot merit, without 
; being en HL 10 become guilty For. not 1 me- 3 8 a | I 
 riting. But it is not to draw man inte gullt,, ] 
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that God allows liberty,;. he beſtows it only - : 


to make him capable of meriting; and it 8 
is his only - 5 


berty makes man liable. 
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man, contrary to his intention, ſhould make | 
an ill uſe of that liberty, by abandoning or- 
der in ſinning, God would make him return 
into orcder in another manner by the puniſh: 
SPP 80 chat all free agents are 

ſubzest to that order, ſore by loving it, j᷑ 

perſevering in that love; ot rs by returning 

to it in repenting of their treſpaſſes ; others 

by ſuffering a juſt puniſhment for their inal. 

ümpenitence. — — 4 
is inviolably. preſerved in the gil 

11 — elite, which 

- is itſelf ſupreme order, in the impenitent fin- 

ners. How glorious it is to that wiſdom thus 

to draw good ont of evil itſelf, and to turn 

evil into good! By permitting evil, God is 

not che author of it. What is his on in his 

Creature, remains worthy of him; but he ſuf · 

fers that his work, Which is always infinitel 
imperfſect in itſelf, may leſſen that degree of 
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Shall we wonder that he is obliged fo glorif 
t ways, if we give heed 


tothe permiſſion of An wee not 
2 7 _ wandt ran; fines. he doth 
bim, at the ho rims; dike 

do prevent it. If we look en thut 
with Ipod Matei Ie Conn 0 
daes he only e — 0. 
himſelf nor incites man to do. To in he 
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only. he doth not employ his omnipotence to- 4 
' hinder mai from falling into it, becauſe he 
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will not violate the free · will which he has left 
to man in favour of merit; and what order 
loſes by his goodneſs and rewards, it regains a 


it, at the ſame time, By his juſtice and 


ment of ſin. So that order, which has two ef . 


ſential parts, ſubſiſts entire by means of this 


alternative of merey and juſtice, to 3 


which every one is to be ſurrendered. 


What ought we, therefore, to — 


pan the three eee 1 55 
The ir 


| fied with admiring, 


for his own abe, that is, ee 
adebrating-endclurkig- 
him. That is his worſhip.' The external 


ſigns of that worſhip are neceſſary to notify it 


to thoſe Wwho are unacquainted with it; to 
ſtrengthen and perfect it in thoſe who have 
already imperfectly emb 1 o m 


| iruniformin all ſine ll ought to be united 


in this public adoration;/ : ++ 21 2 + 


x44 | The ſoul is immortal, iner it has ne cue 
| of, deſtrution in igelf; inte God doth 
not annihilate any being, no Hot the leaſt 


atom, and ſince he expreſly promiſes us an 


mT | eternal life. The freedom of the will is in⸗ 


diſputable. Thoſe who deny it deſerve no 


anſwer; they give themſelves the lye, _ We 
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a either AN ſuppoſe it, or give up our | 


reaſon, and ceaſe to live like men. What 


nature invincibly teaches us is, moreover; - 


certified to us by God's authority ſpeaking in 


the holy ſeriptures. What keeps us from be - 


lieving? Whence comes it that man, ſo 
credulous in ævery thing that flatters his pride 
and paſſions, creates. ſo many. doubts and 
ſcruples about thoſe truths which ought to fill 
| him with joy and comfort ? Man- is afraid 5 
to find a God infinitely good, who is pleaſed 
with his love, and expects from him a way : 
of living that makes him happy. He fears 
leſt his foul, ſhould not die with his body, 
and God, after this miſerable and ſhort life, / 
ſhould prepare him a heavenly « one without 
end. He fears to find a God who leaves him 
maſter of his deſtiny, to make him happy up- 
on being virtuqus, or unhappy through his 


guilt, and WhO chuſes the ſervice of free- 7 


proceed, and an. unbelief ſo contrary to our 
greateſt intereſts? It is becauſe ſelf. love is a 
fooliſh love, an extravagant love; an out- of. 


the · way love, that betrays itſelf. He is much 

more afraid to ſtifle his paſſions and vanity a a 

little, during the ſmall time which is allotted 

him here on earth, than to loſe he * i 
E 3 
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agents. Whence doth ſo unnatural a fear 
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goody a tis, 67 4 pre- 
cipitate himſelf in an eternal deſpair. What 
can ve expect from the reaſonings of a mind 
thus diſtempered, and fo Rarful of admitting 
proper remedies for its cure? Should we be 
F willing to bearken ſariouſly to a; man, who, 
| in any other matters, ſhould approve himſelf 

ſo full of prejudices againſt his real advan- 
tage? There! is but one remedy or all theſe 
evils, which is, that man re. enter intq the. 
bottom of his heart and ſoul, not to poſſeſs 
himſelf, but to ſaffer himſelf to be poſſeſſed 
by God he ought to. pray to him, to, liſten. 
to bis voice, to miſtruſt himſelf, to truſt in 
| film, to condemn his pride; to aſk: for ſue · 
cours in his weakneſs, to, reſtrain all his paſ- 
| kons;. and to.acknowlege that ſelf love, be- 
ing the wound and defect of his heart, be 
cannot meet with health ati un 
| bux in dhe loye Foal... 
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| les, upon examination, I find; they deſerye 
my belief. The true uſe of that reaſon I poſs 
Es, is to believe nothing without knowing 
why I believe it, and without being deter- 
mined ta ſurrender myſelf to it having cer- 
cr e some people 
would have me begin with a conte mpt of all 
thoſe things that are called myſterjes i in reli- 
gion; but I will be careful how I reject them 
before 1 have  thoraughly Examined them. 
There is as much levity and folly in being 
an unbeliever and ſtubborn, as there is in being 
eredulous and ſuperſtitious. Iwill endeavour 
to find out a medium. I feel that my regſon 
is very weak, and my will very Appelle to 
the ſnares of pride and paſſions, to find out 
chat exact medium, and to keep always firm 
to ĩt when found out. * Fet 10 20t by mere 
| natural ſtrength, make myſelf either more 
penetrating or more patient in my enquiries, 
mor exact in my reaſonings, or more regu- 
lar in my good diſpoſitions 2 neither-more 
armed. againſt pride, nor more/unbyaſſed. b 
favour of truth, than I am already. 1am 
leſt alone to make this enquiry, and it i8 "ij 
myſelf I am ſincerely miſtruſtful, from vaſt 
numbers of unhappy experiments I have 
made from the raſhneſs of judgments, and” 
the * of my heart. Wbat! is 1 OY 
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it bo true, that there is ſome Being above man, 
ſome Being more po and better than 


himſelf upon whom he depends: eee 


me with his power; he ſhes ns 


fire, how I miſtruſt myſelf and have recourſe- 


to him. Oh! infinitely perfect Being, if it 


"2 


be true, that you exiſt and hear the deſires of 


my heart, ſhow to me, take off the 
veil that covers your face; fave me from the 
danger of not knowing you, of going ſtr; 
fir from you, or of lofing myſelf in my vain 
| ts ts; whilſt I am ſeeking you! O ſu - 
preme truth, wiſdom, and goodneſs ! If it 
de true, that you are all that is ſaid of you, 
and that you have made me for your ſake, 
ee eee 8 due "Uſe 


condition } Oh} if 


Why, RY. 


n 


——U— — — 


1 A ETD ar, Yo ets I VEE EI PE SHAME oo s 


p 2, 
| VU G 
* a s., 


ae... 
* 


ceives . J bee, miſtaken,” 

That ſelf is ſomething that wills and wills 
not, that loves goed and hates evil 3. that is 
ſenſible of pleaſure and of pain; that hopes, 
{ary ane it hag r 
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ſelf, and doth govern itſelf : it has a ſort of 

| an empire over itſelf ; for I cannot doubt but 
| that F deliberate, in order to chuſe between 
viling or not willing a thing, as having. 
actually in my power the choice between 
theſe two oppoſites. When I will, it is be- 
' cauſe Lam. pleaſed to form, ſuch a will, and. 
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chat I.chuſe.to willyhillt 7 was maſter of not OY 
villing. That (lf, therefore, is what i cal 
led free, that is maſter gf it's wn ui. 1 


e 


3 oy, 2 P 3 


. 4 * : 0 ; 

} * ol 3 "+ 2 ; a 
1 — 4 * 8 . 1 4 + # 1 

4 £ 2 : 
8 } 5 ; 8 
: 8: 7 
- + » N „ % Sn; 1 _ : | k 
* ik 4. 5% $ * 5 Ann F 
g J J & I ö 1 $ 
— $ by 4 1 # * * 3 W * . þ * 
* * 4 "I | 


Has this bel always had: an ene K — 
where was it? what was IL an hundred years <2 
ago? Perhaps I'then was a body; or, to! = 3 
„ es”. _ 
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commands mo in it's turn, and which L call. | LS 


— hrwan Which way could - Fe, 
Is become. ofa mot-thipking? eing, .which it 

was until a certain day, yea, ; ppl a certain 
minute, that ſelf n to 
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nes of thought give itſelf chat degree of 


exiſtence which it wants itlelf, and has not to 
give ? Which way then i that thought, | 
that will, and that liberty come to my ſhare, 
which I had not before ?. N muſt I 
_ ook for the Tunes thereaf 55 . 
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le 1 believe, that he e , 


ſometimes capable of knowing, judging, wil- 
ling, being free; and ſometimes of not hw. 


ing either knowlege, judgment, will, or liber- | 


ty?" Let us examine this point a little £3 
| ſuppoſe a body redueed into the moſt fabtle 
* duſt ; if this duſt was to be ſubtllized 44 in 
| fanitum, T cannot conceive how the finall bo- 


| dies would be more e capable of thought than 6 
"ſome corpuſcul 


heckind;" 250 — fquare, it appears to me 
that the round and the ſquare ones are equal- 
I incapable of knowing each other, or of 
Willing. The globules have no more reaſon 
han. the triangles. The hooked atoms have 
neither more wit or underſtanding than e 
atoms without hooks. An hundrech thouſand 
atoms, when linked together, have no more 
1 mought, chan each of them when ſingle and 
ernte from the feſt. The Lquid bodies | 
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e dry ee cher Eons, The no! 
apid 1 more v a nor a bettet 
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let the fame undergs all the different er 255 
ſermentaons known to the chymiſts ; „ pro "3 
dude e out of it the moft rapid whirlwind, 3 
aufe it to move in any manner you tir ft 
you ſhall never conceive that this maſs, thus . 
faſhioned, ſubtilized, and moved with = MM 
dity, doth know itfelf, or can arrive at fa: . 
ing to itſelf, 1 believe, I doubt, I win or 


will not ot. Durſt vou fay,” chat tdere 3 
degree bf fermentation, and one distinct mo- "Y 


=_ herein this maſt has neither underſtand. 

z hor will; but that there is yer occaſi-" _ 
on a fe one laſt degree of fermentation, and”. 3 
_ that ar the yery ſubſequent moment this mass. 
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nothingneſs itſelf, ona eee 
creation im it, in order to add to thatinferior | 


| chat eri which bod ne manner of: — 8 
| before, is, in effect, creating the whole be- 
to exiſt in a peculiar body that had nothing 
nas ue, in effect, creating it in part. And 
3 Wanne eee eee Which 


0 have the power to eres inohemya very 
TIN of exiſtence and perfection, which 
26: in dem had a The actio 
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HERE is 4 portion of matter whic| 
call my body, becauſe it's motions de. 
| pend entirely from my will, whereas no other 
body depends upon it. That portion of mat. 

ter ſeems to me framed on purpoſe to per- 
| form all the functions in which it is 2 


{ of equal fize and wall — Hate 1 

a mind to remain ſtanding and unmoved, m 

«_ thighs and legs are ſtraight and firm like pi 
Which ſuſtain the whole edifice. On the con- 
tray, have I a mind to walk, thoſe 'two 
great Coloſſuſes are ready divided by articuls- | 
| tions and joints; whilſt the one remains ſtea · 
dy to ſuſtain me, the other Wee to carry 

me towards the objects to I have a 
9 Ab to be nearer; but 4 body: at the 
{ame time it it inclines, knows how to faſten it- 
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to prevent it's fa N | = -- - 
oned to theſe two ſupporters, 5 
by ribs well diſpoſed in ſemicireles which Join 
together before; they all come from the back. 
bone, which is made up of vertibres, Which 
are ſimall but very hard bones, inſerted into 
each other, ſo: that the back is at the ſume 
time very ſtraight and very firm when I think 
fit, and very flexible to bow irfelf downwards 
or ſideways aſſoon as I find occafion. The 
office of the ribs ĩs to ſhut in and preſerve in 
fafety the principal organs, which are, in a 
manner, the center of life, and are'extreme- | _ 
ly tender; yet they leave betwixt each of | 75 
them an openneſs, exactly at the place I want | 
it, to facilitate the expanſion or contraction 
of all thoſe inward parts, either for breathing 
or other vital operations. My heart is like 
the ſpring, whence flows, with ——— 
the blood, which goeth throug 
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conduits to moiſten and nourlih: the muſcles' 
of all Wader e e eee 


which grows ee in it's Sa returns 

from all the extremities of the body to the 
center, to re- kindle it's flame and reſume| - 
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room which receives all aliments ; it containg - 
| juices proper for. their diffolation, and for : 
| their converſion into a fort of, milk, which 
' foon after, becomes blood.” The lung: pipe 
nenne 
5 dap eas, a e eee, thoſe 
— | meaneſt and loweſt fanQions which decency 
', | forbids to name. There is in this whole bo: 
5 e 
all the induſtry of the mechaniſts. On the 
upper part of this body hang down two arma, 
divided in ſeveral joints, ſo that they mo- 
| 
| 


all manner of ways; at the end of them are 
two hands, which are lengthened and folded 
dy means of the joints of the fingers armed 
(. with nails. What could poſſibiy be found 
; out fitter than they to lay bold, to repulle, 
| to carry, io draw, to ſeparate bodies linked 
3 — 


Still higher, che neck is raiſed, which holc 

—— turns to the 
ation. The back-part of the head is covered 

| with bai, which either adorn or ſtrengthen 
it. OO OE hers awe, 
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15 PRO W own hos, Arad 
? cher hodies that ſyrround me, I do not only 
| : / perceive & great many bodies like my on, 
but, beſides, I ite. 3 animals made 
____ ,_aker different patterns. gomeé ann 
feet, others have * 65 fly in the air, and 
others have fins to ſwim in the waters. +. The 
ſhips which men build with fo much art, ac · 
cording to ſuch exact and difficult rules, are 
only copies made aſter them; birds and fiſhes, 
which fray in the two liquid oy» 
of the one is ſomewhat thicker than the other. 
Of theſe animals, ſome are ſubſervient to us 
; \ in carrying of burdens, as the camels; others 
1 ſupply with | their. ſtrength what we are 5 
„ able to perſorm with our own, as the oxen 
| | which afterwards ſerve us for food:. the how 
firſt nouriſh.us with their milk, and then 
| clothe; us with their Wool. Man has acquired 
the art of ruling all 1855 either with s 
h to his r A orm, an 0. 
aA gnat, ſhew an hundred mes more indu 
than the moſt complete watch of the beſt a ar- 


: tiftcer. The earth, that ſuſtains us, draws 
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bee boſom. all we want for 5 


food, every thing iffues out of it, and 
ben dus i, 10 be born e 


bear up ix'vSowelsy| che mtb Ale you 
it's beauties to reward your labour. ne 
vered with plentiful crops; | adorned. with 
greens, dar u with man ae, the 
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hair TED heads Gao Theſe 1 
in the ſummer, refreſh us with their ſhade, | 

heir wood warms us in the winter. Their 
fi fuſpended from their boughs, falls into 
ur hands as ſoon. as ripe. The plants have 

| riety, all of them have an order 
that renders thern. uniform to a certain de- 
gree, but beyond that, each of them is dif- 
ferent, and there are not two leaves upon a 
tree in all points alike, The bloſſoms, which 
beautify all nature, are the promiſing pledges - 
of fruits, and the fruits, which crown the year, + 
ſpread plenty juſt before that ſcaſon, whoſe _ 
rigour hinders men from labour. The ri- 
vulets fall down from t the mountains... The | 

r having, watered different con 4 
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e made Made caſy to. their inhabi- 
| dener the ſea, which, far from de- ; 
priving men of gach others ſociety, is, on | 
the contrary, the genter of :OMUNErc e be»; 
 rveersthe moſtidiſtant nations: / The winds, 
; which purify the ah, and temperate the ſea· 
| ſons; are the ſoul of navigation and of trade 
| between the ſeveral nations. If the air was 
buta little thicker we could not breathe there- 
in, it would be to us like a ſea wherein we 
- could not avoid being drowned. Who is:it 
| that has been able to give it .o e 3 
| R and fineneſs? 5 
The fan riſes and ſets © giv6 bs be dey E 
and the night. - Whilſt it leaves: us in the 
quiet of darkneſß, it is gone to „ 
| {other part of the globe © ppoſite to ours. The 
| _ earth is a globe ſuſpended in the air; and this 
* great luminary turns round about ĩt; becauſe 
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1 . it owes it it's rays, and is not only regular 8 
== in it's rounds, which form night and day, 
IH but alſo in it's gradations to and from the 


Joon which is the efficient cauſe of ſumt 

and winter by turns, for each Baß of che be 

95 miſphere. If the ſun came but a little nearer 
to us we ſhould be ſcorched; if it receded but 

fa little farther from us, we ſhould be "Om 
| and our vital heat would be extinguiſhed. 
Wo is it that condutts and 1 with ry 
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ur imagination, and ſtartles bur very fol!!! 
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ah STEEN n 
an erapty place, which is called a yard) . 
| | which is the center of the whole; 1 meet with 7 
7 | a-lair-caſe, whole ſteps are viſibly made tb a- 
ſcend by; apartments ſeparated! from each 
other ſor the convenience of thoſe that inha - 
dit this houſe; fooms with doors to enter byj ; 
locks and keys to open and ſhut them; win 
das to let the light in, without admitting 
the wind at the ſame time; a chimney to 
make fires in, without being diſturbed by the 


ſtuodke z a bed to reſt in, chairs to fit down 


7 a table to eat, and a deſk to write upon. 
At the ſight of all theſe conveniencies, ma- 
| naged with. ſo much art, I cannot doubt but 
that it is the handy - work of men. I can never 
| think they are: atoms. Which, chance has thus 
ranged together. It is no ways poſſible for . 
me ſeriouſly to believe, that the ſic nes of this 
building have raiſed themſelves; upon. .cach 
other with ſo much order, as the poets re- 
preſent us the walls of antient Thebes, raiſed 
by the harmonious yl Amphion. 
Never will any man in his ſenſes affirm, 


krhat this houſe, with all. it's furniture; made 


and furniſhed itſelf, / The order; proportion, 
Bmmetry, the manifeſt deſign of the whole, 
forbid us to aſcribe this to a blind cauſe, fach 
as is chance. It will be in vain for any mam 
to tell me, that this houſe made itſelf by mere 
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"Qoubtelly' it was an'all-wity "a i ho. gh 
power which ode rech the briverſt, ard ſhap- 
ed chat peculiar body which T call my dyn. 


| Town that the ſame ſupreme power did, with 
out doubt, add within me, to that "body A 


thinking being diſtinct from that body; -or 


he rr to thitt body the faulty of 
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_ thinking, which it had not, and that from | 
not thinking, as it was naturally, ain | 
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it thinking, in the manner 1 now ee it. * : 
that power has linked together thoſe two na. 
fares; whith we calf body and Bat; and are 
ſo unlike, it follows, that this power mitt 
be ſuperior to both thoſe natures ; he ought | 
to have an equal and ſupreme authority over 


whole perfection of each of them; he ought 
to be capable to ſubject them by his mere will 
to that mutual harmony betwixt the motions of 


75 che body and the thoughts of the ſoul ; that 
N Being W to be ſo much walter 


which I call | my 01 own, immediately obeys it ; 
command: you md wink that it knows 


Gorinall denne de aber tb x God. . = | 
What ſupreme power is this that is given to = 
. n ober r __ FO: upper 
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_ Hoth e eee degree of exiſtence, 
IJ | which Was net in m beforey) and makes it 
exift in me? this creation of thought in an 
5 | inanimate, 'blind, and inſenſible 'mabs, is, 
| my Ae Almighty. See 
there a Creator: if he is not ſuch as to my 


& of eue, he to. be a 
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= — exiſtente,-in-tat,. which 
=. Needed that of athinking being. 
1 But how can we conceive him to be the Crea- 
Ito of the} degree of exiſtence if he 
wa not ſuch of the inferior? 1 How could a 
h 4 degree of 
. ar on him ? Beſides; how is it pro · 

. - bable, that the moſt perfett degree of exiſt» | 
— ence, viz, that of thinking, judging, — 


ſo that 9 —— 
pleaſes N 


* 
PT WIT 


bs - q 
_ -_ < ory 
_—_— 
bel ———— — 1 
75 2 


= 


rr 
9 


{ 


4 * 


LET 


TERS & 


» 


* 


m—_ 


> 


8 
5 


$ %s 


27 


N 


* 


15 


* 


1 


2 


1 


— 2 


2 


* 


5 


* 


7 
1 


R 


8 


* 


18 


| 


* 


„ 


* 


; 
— 
: 
8 
8 
9 


* 


- 


[4 


alone 1 


_ 


2 
% 


$4 


+$ 
* 


18 in 


t 


* a 
7 * E 
Out 8 


— 


. 


being 


: 


* 


| 


: 


He bas 


55 * 


” 
o 


* 
— 


— 


vo 


# 


his hand, d 
aby ſs 


: 


ed in the 


- 


of ; 


Z 


: 


> 
8 


1 


wherein 


t 


own weigh 


7 


* 


wapke, if 


- 
« i 


* 


he 


< 


* & «+ " 
was not 
ws 


- 


and: to which he 1 


nnes 
I 


10 


* 


Me, 


* 


* 1 
4 


* 
* 


* 


be re 


peated 


h has 


whic 


ty 


-/ 


e 


a but eee 0 
Being... That Being is all and I am nothing, 
at leaſt I am hut a weak thing derived from. 
his plenitude without bounds od have not 
only received at his hand certain. giſts; that 
which has received the firſt of his gifts is no- 
thingneſs; for there was nothing in me, pre- 
exiſtent toi all his gifts,” and capable of receiv- 
ing them. . Te Ent of is gifts that ha been 4 
ndation of all the reſt, is what I call 
myſelf.. He has given me that ſelf; I owe 
him not only. all what I have, but beſides, 
all what I am. O incomprehenſible gift! _ 
which is ſoon named in our inſignificant lan- 
guage, but what the 2 of n man 
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be nee from his bounty: that 
God: ought, therefore, to be within me, and 
I in him, if I may ſpeak thus, fince-it-is of 


hinkI rectived this ſell. Without him 1 had 
noi been this ſeif; without him 1 mould not 
have that ſelf to be am object of my love, ner 
the love with which 1 love that ſelf; not the 
| will that loves it, nor the thoaghs by which 4 
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chou that bideſt me be, and inſtantly I be- 
| gan to be, when I was not before: It 
© thou thar ta deren ie, not be 
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O God? I oe thee all, —— 
PR from thee, and owe thee even this ſelf, 
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0 bich has received ſo from thy 

% botititeous hands . I owe thee all, o inſi- 

« nite goodneſs! But What ſhall I return 
i thee? Thou haſt not occaſion fbr any 
 *©-thing-T'have," ſince all came from! thee. 
4 Far from hoarding up forthylelf, thou haſt 
ce heaped" thy bleſſings on me. Even when 
they are in my hands, they are rather thine 
Sc than mine, ſinceT have myſelf no exiſtence 
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earth in paſt times, I can find none none but the 
Jews, that adored the tue God, and were 
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che curſe forctold them in their ownilbooks, - 
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wanted, that is, that worſhip of love, which 
| ought to be as antient as the world, and for 
_ whoſe fake the world itſelf has been made: I 
can ſee it diſinι⁰ noted in all ages; it 
received birth in the garden of Eden; was 
ne e wm Ke part 
A hie poſterity preſerved it; it was re- 
newe after the deluge; Abraham removed | 


it into a particular region; Moſes- made it 


more [illuſtrious with his ceremonies ; the 

| Gintsof the old covenant practiſed it, and fore · 
ö tel ir's perfection; | whoſe accompliſhment is 

- reſerved for the Meſſiah ! Jeſus comes to 
mate us fuligr with God, and to teach us 
| the Elf deahiag and unmercenary me wor- 
chip; be comes to teach us, not to lee in the 


midſt of dainty pleaſures and worldly honour,” 
not to butcher beaſts and burn incenſe to 
15 God, to draw thereby terreſtrial bleſſings on 
5 ourſelves, as the Jews fancied ; but to deny 


ourſelves, to love ourſelves only in him, for 
him, and with his love. Maugre the infir- 
mities of human nature, a great number ib 


animates: ths ee che ru God gans 
in them all the virtues oppoſite to ſelf: love 
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new people which is united to that old one: 
it is with them I 
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on of it is no where but in that 


mine eye, that adoration in ſpirit and in 
truth; in a word, that love, a alone i is 
the whole law and tbe prophets. 880% it 
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do fear God in che manner as we fear a tr 
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the idea, I ought to have of God my Creator; | 
he is infinitely juſt and almighty ;-he deſeryes 
indeed to be feared, but he is frightfal-oph 
to thoſe who refuſe to love him, and eo make 
themſelves acquaint ted vith him... The moſt 
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realonable fear we ought to be in about bim, 


is that of diſpleaſing kim, and of not doing 


Bis will. As to the fear of his puniſhments, | 


Ee e eee. right road, be- 


cauſe it colmnterpoizes their Paſſions, and 


1 their vices: but in ſhort, 


fear is only fo far uſeful as it removes 


| ee by removing thoſe, dif. 


poſes men to love. There is no man upon 


1 earth that would covet to be feared of his 


children without being loved by them at 


the ſame time; the bare fear of puniſhments 


will never ſway a free and generous ſoul. 
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When a man pradtiſes virtue from the only 
motive of that fear, without having any love 


for true virtue, he only praktiſes it to av,“ 
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/ Rice of virtue, he certainly would not pra- 


ſufferings ; ; conſequently, if he could avoid 
t when he diſpenſes with the pra · 


zan. Not only, there is no parent 


Wought we to believe, that God, who has 


ho cares to be 'honoured thus, nor a friend 
© who will ſtile ſuch his friends as-were tied by 


no other bonds: but there is not a maſter, who 


would either reward Tervants, or have a kind- 
neſs for them, or chuſe them for his ſervants, 
if he found them attached to him by no other 
motive than fear, without any ſentiments of 
love and good-will : with much more reafon 
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expectation; but I ſcarce dare hope for it, 
from the difficulty of the matter in queſtion, 
and the little leiſure I can ſpare for it. Be- 
fore I enter upon the ſubject you propoſe, I 

deſire you would give me leave to explain my 
general thoughts on philoſophy, which may 


| queſtions in a better light. oo 
I begin immediately, Sir, with Ropping 
ſhort in a philoſophical debate, as ſoon as I 
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2 authority of the church, avkich contin 
me revelation. . What diſpoſes me more t 
- |this-doriliey, is the repeated occaſions I have 
to believe firmly, without any diſtruſt, ſuch 
truths as are abſolutely incomprehenſible to 
me. For example, whatever ſide I turn myſelf 
to, endeawouring to, believe the diviſibility of 
cantiguous or dontinned ſuhſtanges u An- 
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. obje n, ind 4 fd lf 88. Y 
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derſtand, and is beyond me. And if L eonti- 
aually experience this in things purely natu- 
ral, and in regatd to the moſt deſpicable a 
toms, with how much more reaſon oaght 1 
to admit ſupernatural truths, of which I am in- 
formed by divine revelation, though m 
mmetechle reaſon camot explain; them to me? 
9 Me are at every ſtep, even in philoſophical 
_ enquiries, abliged to admit without any ſcru- 
ö ple what is above reuſbn itſelf, otherwiſe-we 

q cold believe nothing ut all that is about und 
maſt familiar to us. Doth a blind man ze- 
fuſe his belief to a ſeeing man who affirms to 
14 | lours, becauſe he can form no idea of dither ? 
1 . ought 1 not to think as blind in re- 
= | ed o ſupernatural trths, as a blind man is 
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miſts; it may be thought, perhaps, that his 

is but a vain ſubtilty; but if men will but 

| ſincerely miſtruſt, and lay aſide certain preju- 

18 they will eaſily be niade ſenſible, that 

. a compound infinite, is infinite only by name; 

| and that it rn 

8 tte imperſection of all diviſible being: 

_ eam only be reduced to the unity of a han 
3 cular kind. This will be more evident, by 
making ſome 3 any n natural 


+ beings. Give me 6:divilible infinite; itmuſt | 
needs haue an infinite number of parts aftu- | 
peo an take away from 
it a ; parcel as ſinall as you pleaſe; as ſoon as 
ie is taken aff alt you, whether ther which 
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you! had med waardioas parcel; fiſt. 
taken from it, could become an infinite by 
that re · union; therefore it would remain 
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a truly finite being before the ſel 
that parcel, And indeed, ante gde 

FF _. ridiculous, than to dare ſay, that “ the ſame 
5 « whole, all, is ſometimes finite, and ſome- 
Y 4 Mme infinite,” according as you either re- 
move from, or rejoin a fort of an atom to it? 
What! do the infinite and the finite differ 
only for wing that atom more or leſs ? 
If, on the contrary, that! whole: remain 

- mnie, after you have cut 4 ſmall -parcel 
tom it; we muſt on, that there are inſinites 
unequal to each other; for it is maniſeſt, 
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/pinary.; and never ede e 


; prove a real Infinite. Men, having the idea 


of the infinite, have applied it in a very im- 
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proper manner, and contrary to the true idea 
of it to all theſe beings, which they would 
give no limits to in their kind; but hey have 
not obſerved, that Every kind is in itſeif a li- 


mit, and that all diviſibility, being atritaper- 
foction, which is like wiſe a viſible limit, doth 
exclude che tue Rn dere os 
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chat ſenſe, the end is the fulneſs which per- 
fetts the p No Garteſian can affirm this 

> eser ys pure. power,-or mere 
rs means a ſimple capacity of exi 5 
— — amd | 
A | are ready exiſting and aftual. In 
poi nd hit auge aft doth exiſt 


be nts de AR . . 
things, and in aft for ſome others. eg = 0 


ever it has already received of exiſtence and 
action; nary. eee i is . 
poſſe, for every thing it is yet to receive, and 
of which, by it's preſent exiſtence, it has on- 1 W 
ly the bare power or capacity to receive it. „ 
In this ſenſe it is again manifeſt, hay it by „„ 
a greater perfection to be in act than only i ä 
paſſe. But all this. has no manner of relation „„ 


i 


to any gc articular f = 3 


ing Res en, to which 1 make no addition 

by doing it; ©therwiſe I mould be blameable | 

for not giving myſelf a erfecti 

in my power, as often as I remain f 22 

of prudence. - tt He 277725 E * 
* is true, wat th auen afionz 5 | 
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of doing, i. 2 He aig? —— bien ed 1 - 

Ik it is 838383 in man aQtually: 
to perform ſucha. thing than ſmply to have the 
power to perform ĩt, this i yet more evidently 


_ that it always operates, — — 5 
ly always modiſies Itſelf, ſometimes one way, 
ſometimes another; neee =o 
operation that itigive dice, 
is the moſt dd rhadiGoatien./* It — 
with God. Hy his- infinite ee 
and immutabie being he fares ae r alt 
modifications; for 
an, ae — Seki mls, 
without, adding-any thing to it! If his ope- 
ration, did! add any thing col Ms PerEdten, 
be would not be God; for it would" follow, 
that he would not have of hiemſelf infinke per- 
feftion f of his ative. or * 8 
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Every thing was each day found good _ i 
worthy of him, yet he made it {till better af. 5 
terwards, and more finiſned. Thereby heſhew- 


ed how much he was the maſter of his whole 


work, ſo as to give as much and as little per- 


fection as he ſhould think fit. He might 
have ſtopped his hand after the production 


of a ſhapeleſs heap of matter, and he was fre: 
to make out of that maſs the work full of va- 5 
riety and ornaments, which it pleaſed him. to 


make, and is called, the univerſmeQ. 
Nothing, therefore, is more falſe than What 
1 hear ſome people ſay, to wit, that the or- 


der of things, which is himſelf, doth neceſ- 


 itate. God to produce every thing which he 
was able to form, moſt perſect. This rea- 
ſoning tends to prove, that the actual pro- 
duction of God is eternal, and eſſential [- 
the Creator. This reaſoning would. prove, 
that God could not withhold. himſelf in any 


thing when he created the world, that he was 
no ways free to do it, but was forced to make 


it all at once, and even to produce it from al! 
eternity. It would thence follow, that God. 
was as much conſtrained, as to the manner 

of acting, as to the very bottom of His work. _ 


| Accoeting to Kat principle, it was nece! 


2632 222 
E * ——— , my 


abſolutely incapable of adding the leaſt de. 


* 


can have no manner of occaſion for it: the 


10 LETTERS cONoEANING | 
upon pain of violating order, and degrading 
himſelf, that he ſhould produce his work, an 
perfectiti in the ſimpleſt manner. In a word, i 
this principle holds true; God's ominipotence 
wasexhauſted in a moment. He cannot hence - 
forth produce one ſimple atom more; he is 


gree of perfection to the meaneſt atom in 
univerſe, If any thing is en of G 
it is ſuch an idea of him. 

How much more noble and juſtly doth 
St. Auſtin think abont the Godhead ? That 
father imagines to himſelf degrees of perfecti. 
on, either infinitely aſcending or deſcending, 
which God beholds at one ſingle view. He 
ſees none, that doth not” remain inflaltely | 
below his own infinite perfection. He may 
riſe as high as he pleaſes ; in finiſhing the pe. 
6f his work ; his work muſt always remain 
infinĩtely below him. He may deſcend as 
low as he pleaſes, his work muſt always be 
good, perfect, according to it's meaſure, di- 
ſtinct from nothingneſs, and worthy of the 
infinite Being. God, chuſing betwixt all thoſe | 
infinite degrees of perfection, doth call or not 
call nothingneſs to become a being, i is bound 
to nothing, and calls all things.” His infinite 


| ſuperiority above his work, makes, that he 
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very glory, which he draws from it, is, ait IM 

were, {o accidental, that it is within his own. I. 

| pleaſure, and the pure choice of his will. 5 = 

lle has been at liberty to create the wi - +... _ 
2s ſoon and ax late as he has thought fit; burt 
the ſGoneſt comes only after his eternity, ana 

ie lateſt is ftill followed by that ſame ete - 

_ nity,” which remains entire and undivided. "+ 

In a word, whatſoever extent he had given 

19 Ne it fall would 


. $ . 
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_ have back eee andinloſed 


4 * 


in the indiviſible eternity of it's author. Ly 
St. Auſtin, writing againſt - the Manichel, | . 
repreſents that goodneſs of the work, and that < 17 - 
| liberty of the workman, as imirely dend“ Bs, 
ing upon his pleaſure in what degree to fix it. 
In all things, ſays that antient Hier, there 0 5 N 
is nothing but the different degrees of exiſt- | 
_ ence, becauſe to be, and to be 
en 
It is by thoſe different degrees that God « 
'verſifies his work: all that exiſts is good 
perfect in a certain kind. That rhich is leſs 
is leſs perfect; that which is more, is more 
perfect; but whatſoever is. in whatſvever low | 
degree it be, is worthy of God, becauſe it has EY 
a Vl," me A is occaſion for an almigh- | 
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ty wiſdom to draw-it out of nothingneſs. At 
the ſame time, every created being, howſo- 
ever perfect we conceive it, has but 4 limited © 
degree of exiſtence, to which it could not riſe 5 


but by the almighty wiſdom of him, who: 


drew it out of nothing! Every creature, there - 
fore, finds itſelf in that middle poſition, be- 


| tween thoſe; two extremes in the lofinity of 


God himſelf. . 1, Gf | 
Gad ſees dg that i is not badete be- 
ts himſelf. That infinite inferiority of all 
created beings, of the higheſt and the loweſt 
degrees, puts them all in'a ſort of equality 
before his eyes. Not one of them has that 
ſupetiority of infinite perfection as to prove to 
God an invincible argument why he ſhould 
prefer it to others. At which degree of all 
he may ſtop, he always neceſſarily ſtops at 


ſuch a one that proves finite, and infinitely 


below himſelf. That infinite inferiority is 
the reaſon why no poſſible perfection can have 
the force of compelling him: and his infinite 


ſuperiority over all poſſible perfection, is thne 
very conſtituent reaſon of this liberty in chu 


ſing. See here, Sir, what I imagine to have 
earned of St. Auſtin, about the liberty of 
God in the production of his works without 
himſelf. I wiſh I was at liberty to diſcourſe 
with you more emp on theſe ſubjects, and 
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= | - T ſhould, with as much pleaſure, receive w = 2 
| | ever you ſhould be ſo kind to impare w me: — 
ue on, but that you have deep- 2 


 . Y backed] into them: but having under my - * 
care a large di oceſe upon the frontiers, wahare -, : - 
5 the war does much increaſe our troubles; enn 


N 5 Jaqying but a weak ſtate of health; and being 
beſides much taken up with my controverſi a! 
vwritings concerning grace, I cannot allow : 

myſelf the leiſure I could wiſh. for meditating | : 
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N my opinion you have W 1 
do: Firſt, To ſet in as true a light as 
poſſible the fundamental articles of re- 

ligion, if you ſhould entertain any doubt a- 
bout thoſe, or ſhould feel in yourſelf a want 
of a lively and diſtin& perſuaſion of them. 
Secondly, To examine your conſcience upon 
your paſt conduct. Thirdly, To lay down 
to yourſelf the plan of a Chriſtian-like courſe 
of life for the future. 855 


1. 


elbe Me Glidean be objedted againſt : 
the truths of religion. A great number 


of them, and thoſe the moſt fundamental, 
are conformable to reaſon. They are reject- 


ed only through pride, a petulant looſeneſs 


* 


REL 16 I Q;N, K* er, 5 5h Fo 


and the fear of ſubmitting. to a yoke 
berſome: for example, it is eaſy to pe 


that we have not made ourſelves: — 
have begun to be what we were not an hun- 


15 dred years ago: that our bodies, whoſe frame 


and matter is full of ſprings ſo aptly contrived, 
cannot but be the work of a marvellous in- 


duſtry and power: that the univerſe diſco- 


vers, in all i it's parts, the art of the ſupreme | 
| maker who has: formed it : that our weak rea · 
ſon is every moment ſet right within us by 
another ſuperior reaſon, which. we conſult, 
and which rebukes us; which. we cannot al- 


: Jer, hecauſe it is unglterable; and which 


changes us, becauſe we have occaſion for it. Fe 


All e in Ae alk evi of it. | 


France or dare. It is not divided 15 55 
| COMMUNICALNg, elf. What it beſtows on 
me of it's rays,, 12 5 none of thoſe who were 
already £ filled x with ir wn (+ t lends itſelf out every | | 
moment, without m lure, and yet is never 
d. It! Lis a fun whoſe light enlightens ö 
, A "the viſible ſan does the body, fe. 

xcafurable. =: 
comprehends.a all times, FI yell as all places. . 


That light is eternal | 


It is not myſelf, f. 
E; ; Even contrary 
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N it is above me, and above all ſuch 
weak and imperfect men as I am. That ſu- a 
preme reaſon, which is the rule of my own; _ 
that wiſdom from which every wiſe man re 
ceives what he has; that fuperior ſpring of 
light whence we borrow all, is the very God 
we are looking for. He exiſts of himſelf, and 
we have no being but through him. He has 
made us like unto himſelf; that is, reaſonable 
creatures; that we might know him as the 
infinite truth, and love him as the immenſe 
goodneſs; that is, religion; for religion is 
love. To love God, and make other men 
love him, is the practice of the moſt perfect 
worſhip. God is our father, we are his chil- 
dren. The earthly fathers are not ſuch fa - 
thers as he, they are the ſhadow of him. We 
owe him our knowlege, life, being, and all 
that we are. Shall we, who abhor ingrati- 
tude ſo much from man to man, on account 
of the leaſt obligations, glory upon our mon- 
ſtrous ingratitude toward that father, of whom 
. we have received the foundations of our be- 
ing? Shall we inceſſantly uſe the gifts of his 


love, to violate hislaw, and to proyoke him? _ 
Theſe are the fundamental truths of religion, | 

which reaſon itſelf points out and compre- 
| hends. Religion adds no more to our world- 


V probity, but the corafort, but the doing 
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we: wonder. that the finite cannot equal nor 
.exhauſt the infinite? We might 
x» would n not t the character of the x 
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is conſonant to reaſon, lovely, moving, ver. 3 
in all that relates to the | 
ſentiments it inſpires us With, and the 
virtues ĩt Leere us. The 
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ve receive all; and to return that ſelf 401him 
which we! hold from. him onhy)? What is 

unin s aon the contrary, than to be ſo 
hack wurd in embracing fo juſt and ſo reaſon- 


ere. ere erer eee 14 8 


Sink 8 Sue 2 fer dales. K 6 
that blind, untamed, inſatiate, and tyranni- 


cal EE len, that cover al for delt renders 


us idolatrous of ou 


rr —— 


and that God f ſhould ſerve no other 
turn than to latter bur vain appetites. Its 


is the antagoniſt of the love f 
Gad. This is the deep wound of aur heart. 
This is 


the great principle of irreligion. 


Will he take His om due place? When will 


he ceaſe to love himſelf unreaſonably; and 


but proportionably to hat he is love-worthy ; 


* 
bs 


and prefer to iu S e h | 


tbears no 


idrantage/toxhe weed r other . 


Perfect ne himſelf? Onde more, this is the 
total of religion, eee to love God 


Nhat is the whole man,“ as Solomon ſays. 


All the zeſt does not uiy belong to man: it 


When will man do Himſelf juſtice? When 
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will be lneedful to examine ybur 
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=” he will be ſhamed Jof it; and ſearce ad- 
5 mit of comfort. That we may be ſorry for 
| our: faults; we muſt have printed in our hearts 
the love of thoſe virtues,” which are direftly 
the oppoſite of thoſe faults... een eee 
ly diſcern the faults you have commi ; 
gaitiſt God ? Begin with loving him. Ieis 
the love of God that will enlighten you, arid 
give you a lively ſorrow of your ingr 
to that infinite goodneſs. Aſk of a man ho 
knows not God, and is indifferent towards 
him, in what he has offended him, you' al ; 
find him groſiy ignorant of his faults: he 
neither knows What God pequires, nor in 
what particular we can be wanting to him. It 
is love only which gives us a nice diſcern 
ment as to our ſins. ir eyes in a 


* * 
L £ 


air; but open ——— 
1 ——— leaſt 
| atoms.” ry nee to know the good: | 
— —— that 
Lam tiy--tre wund of memory to you, as 
make you! tender, and at the ſame time com- 
Fortable : reproackies about” every thing you 
— { 
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| lively and ſincere return of friendſhip vt | 
| two people that had differed, nothing eſcapes 17 0 
their notice of what had cauſed the rupture 
and diſ: union of their hearts. You will aſk 
me, how any body can give himſelf that 
love which he does not feel, chiefly when it 
is coricerning an unforeſeen object that never 
filled our fancy? I anſwer, Sir, that you 
daily love things you do not ſee. Do you 
ſee the wiſdom of your friend? Do you ſee 
- his ſincerity, courage, diſintereſtedneſs, or 
"his virtue? No ! you cannot ſee thoſe ob- 
jets with the eyes of the body, yet you e- 
ſteem them, and you love them, ſo as to pre- 
fer them in him to riches, graceful ſhape and 
mein, and every thing that could greatly 
| pleaſe the eyes. Love God's wiſdom and ſu- - 
preme goodneſs, as you love the im Perfect 
. wiſdom and goodneſs of your friend: if you 
| tannot come up to the Tame ſort of love which 5 
you feel to ſenſible objects; at leaſt, let your 


will deſire to prefer him to all other beings, 


_ which i is the very eſſential point of this love, 

But this very love is not in your power, it 
lev not depend upon yourſelf to give it you; 
you muſt defire it, aſk it, wait for it, endea- 
vour to merit it, and think it a misfortune to 
be without it. With St. Auſtin, | you 3 : 


rte God, with" an bumble heart, <0 . 
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. on kngwn the ved thee. 6% 77 

© how 3 haye 1 loſt? Whbom 

« have I lived for, ſince I did not live for 
«© thee?” The leſs you feel of that love, 

WE Tot, the more you ought to entreat God to kindle 
I1ßJ ia your heart. Tell him, you deſire it 
Vith the ſame eagerneſs, 2 4 a ſtarved beggar 
prays for bit of bread. Q! hom poor is 
my heart! how is it reduced to beggary! 

"mY thou, who art ſo lovely, "and yet ſo lit 
« tle beloved, cauſe me to love thee, call 
back, to it's centre, iny miſguided love! 
10 uſe me to be familiarly converſant With 
& thee: ; dray rae wholly to thee, that I may 
* form à cordial Ficndihip with thee, who 
e art the only true friend. O God, what 
c& haye ; I not loved beſides thee 1 My heart 
& is worn out in the molt yitious paſſions, I 
am afharged of whatI have loved; and am 
LS A It A 
| & ed. TI now wy food has been naſtines 
* and poilon : I have ſeorafully rejedted the 
= 18 ah 3 1 . n. 55 
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« ond! thou haſt ns —” 


1 5 was unmindful af thee: thou haſt/loved = 
. me, though I did not love thee; and haſt 
1 « had compaſſion-on' my errors. Thou ſeek- 
. eſt him who did ſhun, thee.” As ſoon as = 
Vou ſhall be thus ſincerely moved, every par- 


"caly to you. The ſhells, as it were, will at 
drop from your eyes: you will ſee through, 
with the piercing eyes of love, thoſe things 
| which no other eyes can diſtinguiſh; then 
vou muſt, ſtop a while inſtead of going on too 
faſt; *cill then it would have been in vain to 

attempt haſtening you forwards; Kiflove 
Would have kept you back, wich a thavſing” 

— thoughts ynwarthy the worſhip of Ggd. - 
6x the detail of your examination, * 
ill, nox be difficult Examine: 1 


iu f an army, maſter. of your 8 = 55 
aan of diſtinction and quality in the world; 


0 then obſerve in What points vou have been 


Wanting #9 een, by to ae 3 : 


gr on; 6 julie, by an Remem: 
nn Which e | 


ml ES: 


of that ſelfrexamination will become | 
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hurried you along; your neighbour, to whom 
you have given a bad example, and- of the | 
| ſandal you have oceafioned., When a man 
has, for a long time, lived up to his predo- 
minant paſſions far from God, it is almoſt 
 impoſlible-to remind every particular action; 
but without that derail it is enough inplalned 
in a general muſter, in accuſing one's ſelf of 


thoſe vices, which have been habirdal for the + 
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: A s to Futurity, it . you to NOV 
the bottom of your heart, to regulate your - 


conduct. Every one lives according to his 


deſire. It is the object of every one's love, 
dat determines and directs his conduct. 
When you loved nothing but yourſelf, and 
your pleaſure, you trampled upon God. 
Luxury is become: your God. You urged | 
on your pleaſures even to covetouſheſs, as 
St. Paul expreſſes himſelf; you were inſati- 
able of ſenſualities, as covetous men are of 
money; by deſiring to poſſeſs yourſelf inde- 
| pendently from God, to enjoy every thing 
Vithout meaſure, you have loſt all; you have 
Bb traly ax yourſelf, but only deliver- 
ed yourſelt up to the tyran * 
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ons; ok have almoſt entirely 
ſelf. What a frenzy of ſlf-love is this 1 this 
turn then, return to God; he waits for vou, 


. invites you, and extends his arms to re- | 
ceive you: he loves you much more than 
vou know how to love yourſelf. Conſult 


him in an humble manner, to know of him 
what it is he requires of you. Say to him 


what St. Paul ſaid to him, with ſo much hu- 
mility, at the inſtant of his converſion, 1 . 


what wilt thou have me to do? 


When you are uſed to prayer, than a Fl 8 
| liberate and pious advice, make to yourſelf 
a plan of an ealy and ſimple life, which you 


may be able to hold on, and which may put 


you out of danger of relapſes. Chuſe ſach 
company as may be an indication of the 
change worked in your heart. A true friend 


of God can never chuſe to live with his ene- 


of the humour and converſation of the liber - 
tines, the more he will ſhun them, for fear 15 


der 


ol relapſing with them into li 


leaſt man can give to God, is to feel his fal- 
ty; io miſtruſt himſelf after ſo many fatal 
experiments; it is to avoid that danger, which . 
1 himſelf able to overcome. 
Make choice, therefore, of ſuch compani- 
ons with ven you 1 e become 
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bes Sed of this we, eee £ 
comfort in virtue, Avoid: grimaces ahd af. 
feQing to be fingulat + let your piety be fint- 
ple, entirely directed towards all the duties 
ol the ſphere you are in, and nouriſned with 
1 that courage, confidence, and peace, avhich 
F are the fruits of a good re wo ach and a | 
 . _ _  fincere union with God. . 
Regulate your expences ; fake all the a 4- 
13 dme in yr Peer do make yu ditors 
8 . conſider what good you are able ds the 
1 in the place where you live; how much you | 
ran leſſen irregularities and abuſes, en 
5 i . and ſupport juſtice and religion. : 
_ *- Ghiſe ſach ocetpations in the interval 
your affairs as may be uſeful. If you res 
chuſe uſeful ſubjects; read books of ſolid pie- 
21 ty to comfort your heart, anne 
to divert yourſelf innocently, 
But what I requeſt of you one dl, 4s to 
retire into your cloſet, the firſt half quart rof N 
an hour every morning, and thelaſt at night, 
to be in a hearty and familiar converſation 
A wich your God. You aſk me, how you ſhall 
= de able to compoſe a prayer? never fear, but 
x, yon are heartily in earneſt, you will make 
an excellent one. In what manner are you 
uſed to ſpeak to your friends? Is half aquar- 
der of an x hour's converſation Weh a friend 
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* tediotis ? God is that faithful friend who is — 
not tired with your reftiſals, whilſt all other 1 

friends neglect you, betauſe you leave off to 

be a partner of their pleaſüres Tell him 

every thing, bearken to him on all accounts 
re-enter often within yourſelf | to find bim . 
chere ; The kingdom of God is within vogel,, 
N Jeſus Chriſt, We need not go far to „ 
fetch jt, ſince it is ſo near to ourſelbes. . = 
will like any thing; he deſires only your | | 
heart; he wants no compliments, nor your „ 
ſtudied or elegant proteſtations pronbunte. = 
| with heat or paſſion. If your imagination 4 
mould Wander and loſe itſelf, retirn gent 

into the preſence of God: 4 riot make yoỹ „„ 
ſelf uneaſy ; do not make of prayer a contenn 
tion of the mind; do not look upon God as 
a maſter who is not to be approached other= _ 
wiſe than with a formal addreſs, and trouble- - 
_ ſome ceremony. That liberty and familiari- - — 
ry which proceeds from love, will never le 
ſen true reſpect and obedience. Your prayer ' / :- 
vill not be perfect, till you be more familiar- + 
: ly conyerſant, without conſtraint, with your _ 
true boſom friend, than you are with all 
thoſe imperfect Blende of the world: Tou 

| aſk me what penance you muſt do for your © 
fins; I anſwer you, what Jeſus Chriſt did to _ 
the aduliereſß; 1 will not condemn you, but _ 
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